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Laha language 


Laha (Chinese: jliPp; Vietnamese: La Ha) is a Kra language spoken 
by approximately 1,400 people out of a total population of 5,686 
Laha. It is spoken in Lao Cai and Sc/n La provinces, Vietnam. Laha 
dialects had been documented in 1986 by Russian linguists and in 
1996 by American linguist Jerold A. Edmondson. Many Laha can 
also converse in the Khmu language, and Laha-speaking areas also 
have significant Black Thai (Tai Dam), Khang, Ksongmul 
(Ksingmul , Xinh-mun), and Hmong populations. 

Ostapirat (2000) considers the Laha dialects to form a subgroup of 
their own (Southern Kra) within the Kra branch.® 
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Laha 

Region 

Vietnam 

Ethnicity 

8,200 Laha 
(2009 census)! 1 ! 

Native speakers 5,700 (1999 
census)! 1 ! 

Language 

family 

Kra-Dai 

■ Kra 


■ Laha 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

lha 

Glottolog 

lahal250 (htt 

p://glottolog. o 

rg/resource/lan 


guoid/id/lahal2 
50 )! 2 ! 


Geographic distribution 


Gregerson & Edmondson (1997) and Wardlaw (2000) report the following locations of two Laha dialects, 
namely the Wet Laha and Dry Laha dialects. 

Wet Laha (Laha Ung, la Y ha J ?ut] \l) of Lao Cai and Lai Chau 

■ Ta Mft Commune, Tan Uyen, Lai Chau, Vietnam (just north of the Black River) — known as 
the "Wet Laha". Edmondson's informant is from Ban Muot Village, Ta Mft Commune 
(Edmondson & Gregerson 1997). There are 8 Laha villages numbering no more than 1,000 
people in Than Uyen District, Lai Chau, Vietnam. 

■ Pha Mu Commune, Than Uyen and Nam Can Commune, Tan Uyen, Lai Chau 

Dry Laha (Laha Phlao) of Sdn La — around the Song Da and Nam Mu Rivers 

■ Noong Lay and Nam Et Communes, Thuan Chau, Sdn La, Vietnam (just south of the Black 
River; in Ban Muot, etc.) — known as the "Dry Laha" 

■ Chien Xom, Liep Te, Noong Giong, and Nam Et in Sdn La 

























■ Nam Gion, Chien Xang, Chien Dong, Pi Toong, and Mdclng Bu of Miicing La District, Sdn La 
Province. Laha of Na Tay, Pi Toong commune is documented in Hsiu (2017).^ 

■ Thuan Chau, Mdcing La, Quynh Nhai districts of Sdn La Province 

■ Ban Bung and Phu Yen near Sdn La Province on the north bank of the Black River 

Phonology 


Consonants 


Ta Mit Laha consonants 



Labial 

Alveolar Pa ' at °- (^yeolo-) 
- | alveolar palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stop / 
Affricate 

voiceless 

P 

t 

t; 


k 

? 

aspirated 

P h 

t h 



k h 



voiced 

b 

d 





Fricative 

f 

s 


z. 

X 

h 

Nasal 

m 

n 



n 


Approximant 

w 

1 






Noong Lay Laha consonants 



Labial 

Alveolar 

Palato- 

alveolar 

(Alveolo-) 

palatal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stop / 
Affricate 

voiceless 

P 

t 

t; 


k 

? 

aspirated 

P h 

t h 



k h 



voiced 

b 

d 

d3 




Fricative 


s 


z 

X 

h 

Nasal 

m 

n 


P 

n 


Approximant 

w 

1 






■ In both dialects, /tj/ can be heard as [tc] when occurring before front vowels. 

Final consonants 

Both have the same final consonants, except IV is only in the Noong Lay dialect. 


Ta Mit final consonants 



Labial 

Alveolar 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stop 

P 

t 

k 

? 

Nasal 

m 

n 

n 








Noong Lay final consonants 



Labial 

Alveolar 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stop 

P 

t 

k 

? 

Nasal 

m 

n 

n 


Approximant 


1 




Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 


Ul u 

Near-close 

i 



Close-mid 

e 

9 

0 

Open-mid 

£ 

e 

3 

Open 


a 



■ Vowel sounds /£, a, d/ can occur long as le :, a:, d :/. 


Final vowels 



Front 

Back 

Close 

i 

u 


Both dialects have two vowels /i, u/ in final position.They also may be heard as glide sounds [j, w]. 

See also 


■ Laha people 
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